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The Summoning—Free!
Do you know someone who hasn’t read 
The Summoning?  It’s available to read 
free for a limited time.  Just click here.
Facebook Fan Page
Just a reminder that the best place to get 
the latest news, plus contests and reader 
discussions is the official Darkest Powers 
Facebook Fan Page. To join, click here.
Video Contest Winners
You’ll find the entries here. To view the 

winners, check the locker on Chloe’s site.

New Fan Art Page
I really want to post more fan art, so I’ve 
redesigned the page, making it easier for 
me to add your art.  To see it, click here.    

Cafe Press Stuff
I haven’t mentioned my CafePress store 
before because there wasn’t anything for 
the Darkest Powers.  That’s changed, with 
mugs, shirts and mousepads, all priced at 
cost.  You’ll find the store here.

Book Bits!

Ask The Author
Note: several readers asked this question, 
so we drew a name for our winner.

Q: I was wondering, is there a pos-
sibility of this series becoming a 

movie?

	 			    - Britt

A: In order for any book to be-
come a movie, Hollywood has to 

want it first.  Even if rights are bought, a 

book is unlikely to become a movie (Hol-
lywood buys far more rights than they can 

ever use!)  The first step, though, is 
to sell the rights to a studio.  That 
hasn’t happened yet. There have 
been nibbles, but they already own 
rights to so many “teen paranormal” 
series now (after the success of Twi-
light) that they really aren’t looking 

for more.  If that changes, though, I’ll be 
sure to announce it!
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Got a question? See the back page for details on how to ask it...and maybe win a book.
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The Reckoning

Online Novella Poll
I received a lot of suggestions for the 2010 

online novella. In most cases, more than one 
reader suggested a topic, so we had to 
draw names for the prize winners. Ev-
eryone whose name we drew has now 
been notified, so check your e-mail!

To help choose the 2010 novella, 
you’ll find a poll here.  The pass-

word is chloe. Select your first choice. 
On April 1, I’ll announce the winning 
topic and I’ll launch the novella with the first 
chapter posted on May 1.

The list of topics are:

1) The story of Mila Andrews, a rehabila-
tion success

2) how Tori got to Lyle House

3) Liz after her death

4) how the parents became involved in 
the experiments

5) Simon & Derek while Chloe was in 
the lab plus Simon & Tori after Chloe got off the 
bus (2 shorter stories)

It’s Coming Out Sooner!
This is breaking news—so 
recent that I had to change 
the newsletter to add it. The 
publishers have decided to 
bring the book out on April 6.   
That’s almost a month early!  

More Sample Chapters
As promised, more sample 
chapters are now being re-
leased.  You can find the first 
three chapters (previously re-
leased) plus a brand new one here.

Another new chapter will follow Feb-
ruary 1, then the 15th and 1st of each 
month until April 1.  You can use the 
same link each time. They’ll just keep 
adding chapters.

Advance Copies

We’re not just giving away free chap-
ters...we’re giving away the whole 
book to lucky readers. Every time a 
new chapter is posted, send an e-mail to 
thereckoning@harpercollins.com.  Af-
ter each posting, they’ll draw a name. 

Enter each time for more chances to win! 
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http://www.vizu.com/poll-vote.html?n=196251
http://files.harpercollins.com/OMM/Childrens/PDF/TheReckoning.pdf
mailto:thereckoning%40harpercollins.com?subject=Reckoning%20ARC%20Contest
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Creature Feature

Jay’s Pick

Name: Jackalope
Type: cryptid
Origin: European mythology

Yes, it’s the dreaded jackalope, a fearsome 
antlered rabbit believed to be capable of . . . 

well, not really anything. 

The first known reference to horned rabbits 
was an illustration in a Germanic text from 

1563. Since then, they’ve been “spotted” all 
over the world.  As for the powers of the dreaded 
beast, they don’t seem to have any.  Legend sim-
ply says that they can run very fast and are tough 
to catch, which sounds like every other rabbit.

The easiest place to find 
a jackalope is on a wall.  

Mounted. Ronald Reagan had 
one at his ranch, and would tell 
visiting reporters that he shot it 
himself.  There’s one at a diner 
where I live.  It’s just a rabbit head with antlers 
on it, but some people claim it’s proof that the 
jackalope lives.

There is actually a scientific explanation for 
sighting of jackalope in the wild.  Rabbits 

infected with Shope papillomavirus can have 
horn like tumors on the their head, and they 
could look like antlers...if you’re blessed with a 
vivid imagination, as all monster hunters are.
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hush, hush by Becca Fitzpatrick

hush, hush is my book 
pick for the first newslet-

ter of 2010 because it is re-
ally felt like something new, 
and with so many books for 
teens on the market, that is 
remarkable!

This novel has some of 
the biggest plot twists 

I’ve ever seen, but each twist 

makes the story even more exciting than 
before.  One of the main charac-
ters, Patch is very intriguing, and 
definitely not the type of guy you 
see in most novels.

Overall, hush, hush was a fan-
tastic read with a fast-paced, 

can’t-put-it-down story, and char-
acters you can really care about.  
I can’t wait for the next book, 
Crescendo, coming out later this 
year.
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Writer’s Corner

Get Writing!
Last Newsletter’s Winner
Writers were asked to submit a one paragraph 
outline for a Halloween story.
by Jordyn
   Kayla is a necromancer. She doesn’t know this though. 
Kayla thinks she just a normal 16 year old girl that is un-
til the biggest party of the year.  As Kayla gets ready for 
the Halloween party she knows that something is off about 
tonight. Kayla and her best friend, Maya, head off to the 
party.  Halfway through the night, weird things start hap-
pening.  Things being thrown at people, but no one threw 
anything.  People pushed down by no one. So, much more 
that tips it all off. Then all the doors lock and windows 
won’t up. Everyone is now freaking out, because they can’t 
get out. Then Kayla is pulled into a room.  When Kayla 
turns around and sees her boyfriend, Ryan, who died in a 
car crash last year, her world, is flipped upside down. Now 
Kayla must find some way to help Ryan cross over to a bet-

ter place. Sadly, she doesn’t understand any of this that’s 
going on. As Kayla continues, she finds out there’s another 
ghost there. That this ghost has been doing the damage all 
night. Ryan won’t leave until he knows that Kayla is safe. 
Kayla now has two problems. Ryan and the poltergeist. 
Will Kayla be able to get rid of the poltergeist and get Ryan 
to cross over? Will Kayla accidently get caught talking to 
the ghosts and reveal that she is a necromancer?

This Newsletter’s Prompt

Did you read the Writer’s Corner lesson?  Good.  
What I want you to do is come up with a new 
story idea. Give me the one line description (max 
30 words) and the first three “steps” in the plot 
(max 20 words for each step). Not sure how to do 
this? See my example in the lesson above.

I promised to talk more about outlining in this 
issue, so what I’m going to do is give you one 
method of outlining.  

To Outline or Not to Outline
As with anything writing-related, there is no 
right way to do things. Ask a group of authors 
how they outline and you’ll hear everything 
from “I don’t” to “I spend 3 months outlining 
each novel.” My advice is to try outlining once.  
If you don’t like it, don’t do it...unless you’re 
struggling with a story and think it will help.  

What’s Your Story About?
Start with a one line description of your story.  
For example, The Summoning would be “a 
teenage girl starts seeing ghosts and gets sent 

to a group home, which 
she quickly discovers is 
not what it seems.”  If you can’t boil your story 
down to one line, you need to work on your idea 
until you can!

Take it Step-by-Step
Now, write out the major “plot points” for your 
story. In other words, what happens at each step. 
For example:
1) as a child, Chloe sees a ghost in the basement
2) Chloe gets ready for school
3) a boy run in front of C’s cab and vanishes.
Keep going until you have your whole story in 
point form.  Voila, you have a very basic out-
line.  Now get writing!
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See the back page for details on how to submit your piece...and maybe win a book.
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Art, Video & Music

Get Involved and Win
This is your newsletter, and I want you to have 

a say and a place in its pages. I’ve come up 
with a bunch of ways to let readers get involved. 
If you submit something and I use it, you’ll get a 
signed copy of  your choice of The Summoning, 
The Awakening or The Reckoning.

If you have any general comments on the con-
tents or suggestions for new ideas, you can 

send them to mail@KelleyArmstrong.com and 
Alison will pass them on to me.

As for  “stuff that might net you a signed 
book,” you can enter these:

- a question for “Ask the Author” from page 2

- the writing exercise from page 5

- the “Art, Video & Music contest,” which will 
be a soundtrack contest this time

To enter, e-mail your piece before April 30 to 
mail@KelleyArmstrong.com.  My panel will 
choose the winners, who will be notified before 
the May newsletter.  If you’re under 18 and 
entering writing, if you don’t mind giving your 
age to the judges, that helps them evaluate it 
better.

Art 
Many of the entries from the last contest are 
up on the art page, though I’m still 
waiting for permission to add a 
bunch more. We had so many that 
we selected 4 winners: Jasmine, 
Luisa, Brette & AD-Wolf.

Music
Time for another soundtrack con-
test! This is for The Awakening.

If you have a suggestion, send it to mail@
KelleyArmstrong.com before April 30.  I’ll 

pick ten songs. All ten will get a 
$10 gift certificate for Amazon or 
CafePress.

Video
After that, we’ll run another video 
contest.  Entries for the last one 
can be seen here. Details for this 
one will be announced in the May 

newsletter, so start thinking up ideas now!
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